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Part 3 – Many witnesses 
On at least three separate occasions 
during his ministry, Jesus warned 
his disciples of his coming death and 
resurrection, yet on each occasion 
the warning fell on deaf ears. When 
the time came for the crucifixion, 
the disciples were completely 
unprepared for it and had clearly 
forgotten Jesus’ words about being 
raised on the third day. This is in 
contrast to the Jewish authorities, 
who were only too well aware of 
Jesus’ prediction of his resurrection 
on the third day. Matthew records 
their recollection of Jesus’ words:  

‘On the next day, which followed 
the Day of Preparation, the chief 
priests and Pharisees gathered 
together to Pilate, saying,  
“Sir, we remember, while he was 
still alive, how that deceiver said, 
‘After three days I will rise’. 
Therefore command that the 
tomb be made secure until the 
third day…”’        Matthew 27:62-64 

Thus the Gospel of Matthew records 
that the Jewish authorities had paid 
more attention to the words of Jesus 
about his resurrection than the  

disciples had done. As was men-
tioned in the previous article, this 
has a ring of truth, for men do not 
m a k e u p s t o r i e s t h a t s h o w 
themselves to be foolish. What 
p u r p o s e w o u l d b e s e r v e d b y 
portraying the enemies of Christ, 
who were responsible for his death, 
as having a greater comprehension 
of his teaching than they did 
themselves, if it were not true? This 
points to the Bible record being what 
it claims to be, the inspired Word of 
God. 

The witness of the disciples 
This point is further underlined by 
the words of John’s Gospel. In John 
chapter 20 we read how Mary 
Magdalene had come to the tomb 
and found the stone door ‘taken 
away’ and the tomb open. She then 
immediately reported this to Peter 
and John who themselves went to 
the tomb and saw inside the grave 
clothes of Jesus, laid aside and left 
lying, but otherwise the tomb was 
empty. It is then recorded,  ‘For as 
yet they did not know the Scripture,       
that he must rise again from the 
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dead’ (John 20:9). Once again we 
should note that this testimony was 
hardly flattering to these leading 
disciples, who, within a few weeks, 
would be preaching the resurrection 
to large numbers of people in 
Jerusalem. 

One of the best known accounts of 
the appearance of Jesus to his 
disciples after the resurrection is his 
appearance to Thomas, popularly 
called ‘doubting’ Thomas. The 
Gospel of John records what he said 
when the other disciples told him 
that they had seen Jesus:  

‘Unless I see in his hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger 
into the print of the nails, and put 
my hand into his side, I will not 
believe’      John 20:25 

If this was not a true account then 
there is little reason for such a story 
to be made up, as it places one of the 
apostles, Jesus’ closest followers, in 
the position of an unbeliever.  

The witness of the Apostle Paul 
The appearance of Jesus to Saul of 
Tarsus on the road to Damascus is 
perhaps the most dramatic and 
remarkable appearance of them all. 
Here was a man who had risen to a 
position of some importance in     
the Jewish world. There is some 

evidence that he was a member of 
the prestigious Jewish council, the 
Sanhedrin. He was going to Dam-
ascus on behalf of the Jewish 
authorities in an effort to stamp out 
belief in Jesus of Nazareth as the 
Messiah of Israel . Something 
happened on that Damascus road 
that changed the course of his life: 
He was confronted by the risen 
Jesus. The book of Acts records it like 
this:  

‘And as he journeyed he came 
near Damascus, and suddenly a 
light shone around him from 
heaven. Then he fell to the 
ground, and heard a voice saying 
to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?”  And he said, 
“Who are you, Lord?” And the 
Lord said, I am Jesus whom you 
are persecuting…”’                Acts 9:3-5 

This appearance brought about a 
total change of direction in the life 
of Saul. He was baptised and joined 
the company of disciples. He began 
immediately to preach the res-
urrection of Jesus as proof of the 
truth of the gospel. He changed his 
name from Saul, which was a proud 
royal name of his tribe, the tribe of 
Benjamin, and took on the name of 
Paul which means ‘little’, no doubt a 
reflection of the warning to Saul, the 
first king of Israel: ‘When you were 
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little in your own eyes, were you not 
head of the tribes of Israel’ (1 Samuel 
15:17). From that moment on he 
lived a life of humility, forever 
regretting the harm he had done to 
the believers. 

More than 500 witnesses 
But this change left Paul with a 
legacy of distrust. He had enemies 
from outside the circle of believers 
who sought every opportunity to 
undermine his teaching, and even 
from within there were a few who 
felt Paul to be untrustworthy. His 
life was plagued with allegations 
which are made plain in his second 
letter to the Corinthians, the details 
of which need not concern us here. 
The point is that the influence of 
Paul’s enemies made him par-
ticularly cautious when writing 
about the resurrection of Christ. 
Such is the background to Paul’s 
words in the first letter to the 

Corinthians chapter 15, where he is 
contending against some who 
denied the resurrection. He wrote:  

‘…that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, and 
that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according 
to the Scriptures, and that he was 
seen by Cephas, then by the 
twelve. After that he was seen by 
over five hundred brethren at 
once, of whom the greater part 
remain to the present, but some 
have fallen asleep. After that he 
was seen by James, then by all the 
apostles. Then last of all he was 
seen by me also, as by one born 
out of due time.’       

In writing like this, Paul was 
combatting his critics head on. 
Christ’s resurrection is testified by 
scripture, says Paul, and was also 
witnessed by Cephas (an alternative 
name for Peter), all the apostles 
together and then later by more 
than five hundred! Most of these, 
witnesses, he said, are still alive, 
implying that if you don’t believe 
me ask them! With his enemies 
hovering in the background ready to 
pounce on any false move he made, 
this would soon be exposed as 
falsehood if it was not true. 
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An attempted cover-up  
The fact that the tomb in which 
Jesus had been placed was empty 
was undeniable. The first attempt to 
explain away the empty tomb came 
on the very day of the resurrection. 
The guard that had been posted to 
ensure the security of the burial had  
been paralysed with fear when ‘an 
angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven, and came and rolled back the 
stone from the door, and sat on 
it’ (Matthew 28:2). It was these 
guards who reported back what had 
happened. When the elders of the 
Jews consulted over the matter,  

‘they gave a large sum of money 
to the soldiers, saying, “Tell 
them, ‘His disciples came at night 
and stole him away while we 
slept’. And if this comes to the 
governor's ears, we will appease 
him and make you secure”. So 
they took the money and did as 
they were instructed; and this 
saying is commonly reported 
among the Jews until this day.’  

           Matthew 28:12-15 

The falsity of this story is evident on 
two counts. If they were really 
asleep when the body was ‘stolen’, 
how would they know it was the 
disciples who did it? The other 
evidence that the story is false lies in 

the way that soldiers were held 
accountable in those times. If 
prisoners escaped they would pay 
with their lives. This was the case of 
the Philippian jailer as recorded in 
the Book of Acts: ‘And the keeper of 
the prison, awaking from sleep and 
s e e i n g t h e p r i s o n d o o r s o p e n , 
supposing the prisoners had fled, drew 
his sword and was about to kill 
himself’ (Acts 16:27). A similar event 
occurred at Paul’s shipwreck: ‘Now 
the soldiers' plan was to kill the 
prisoners, lest any of them should 
swim away and escape’ (Acts 27:42). 
The idea that those guarding Jesus’ 
tomb could make the excuse that 
they were asleep, and expect to get 
away with it, is clearly ludicrous.  

A large crowd of witnesses 
The apostles, led by Peter, began 
their preaching on the day of 
Pentecost as recorded in Acts 
chapter 2. Their message focussed 
on the death and resurrection of 
Jesus: 

‘Jesus of Nazareth . . . you have 
taken by lawless hands, have 
crucified and put to death; whom 
God raised up, having loosed the 
pains of death, because it was not 
possible that he should be held 
by it.’    Acts 2:22-24 
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Peter then went on to quote from a 
Psalm of David which makes 
reference to resurrection, and he 
explained how this did not refer to 
David because ‘he is both dead and 
buried, and his tomb is with us to this 
day’. (2:29). The Psalm was speaking 
of Jesus Christ, and he continued:  

‘This Jesus God has raised up, of 
which we all are witnesses’       2:32 

How were the crowd all witnesses to 
the resurrection of Jesus? David’s 
tomb was nearby (they were 
standing in the temple precincts in 
Jerusalem) and it still held the 
remains of David. Jesus’ tomb was 
also nearby and it was empty! This 
was common knowledge throughout 
the city. No doubt many of them had 
visited the spectacle. So powerful 
was Peter’s witness to the res-
urrection of Jesus that there was a 
mass conversion that day: 

 ‘Then those who gladly received 
his word were baptized; and that 
day about three thousand souls 
were added to them.’                      2:41  

The spread of Christianity                          
From this beginning, in late May AD 
33, Christianity spread throughout 
the Roman Empire and beyond, 
becoming a more and more powerful 
force in the world. Eventually, with 

t h e c o m i n g o f t h e E m p e r o r 
Constantine, in AD 325 Christianity 
was declared to be the established 
state religion. From being a small 
and persecuted minority it had 
become a ruling force in the Roman 
world. This expansion did not take 
place without a corruption of some 
of Christianity’s founding prin-
ciples, but the fundamental doctrine 
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
was never lost.  

The expansion also took place 
against a background of both Jewish 
and Roman opposition. Jewish 
opposition is recorded in the Bible 
and lasted until the Romano-Jewish 
war and the siege and destruction of 
Jerusalem in AD 70. The Roman 
opposition grew in the years 
following, and the Colosseum in 
Rome, which was built from the 
spoils of that war, became the centre 
p i e c e f o r t h e p e r s e c u t i o n o f 
Christians. Both Jewish and Roman 
authorities had a vested interest in 
stamping out Christianity. This 
could easily be done by producing 
the dead body of Jesus. This would 
have caused the collapse of the 
movement.  

But the tomb had been empty, there 
was no body.  Jesus had risen! 

Ian Giles  Norfolk, UK 
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This is a question which puzzles 
many people. It seems to be a 
paradox. You would think they 
should have been ‘super-blessed’ if 
they were such a privileged race. 

The purpose of God 
Let’s start by thinking about what 
the overall purpose of God is.  In the 
first two chapters of Genesis we read 
how the creation was made ‘very 
good’. Then sin entered the world 
and it all began to go wrong. Sin is 
the inbuilt human tendency to 
disobey the laws of God. The effects 
of sin on the human race have been 
and continue to be devastating, and 
all the more so as science and 
technology are harnessed to attempt 
ever more advanced solutions to 
complex and intractable human 
problems.  

The continued inability of nations to 
live peacefully with their neigh-
bours, and the resulting terrible 
bloodshed, suffering and death, is 
just one example of unrestrained sin 
affecting human existence. God’s 

purpose right from the beginning 
was to remove sin from His creation, 
witnessed by His statement that a 
male ‘seed’ or offspring of Eve would 
crush sin’s influence (see Genesis 
3:15). This is the first reference in 
the Bible to Jesus Christ’s role in 
removing sin from the earth. 

The call of Abraham 
But where do Israel and the Jews 
figure in all this? We can start in 
Genesis chapter 12 and read about 
the call of Abraham and the first of a 
number of repeated promises made 
to him in the next 10 chapters. The 
promises showed that Abraham’s 
family were to be special in God’s 
purpose. They were to live for ever in 
the land we now know as Israel 
(Israel being the name God gave to 
Abraham’s grandson Jacob). They 
would be multiplied as a great 
nation, and most importantly a 
special ‘seed’ or offspring of 
Abraham was to bring blessings to 
all nations.  Again, this last element 
is a clear reference to the saving 
work of Jesus Christ who was to be 
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born a Jew. These promises were 
repeated to Isaac, Abraham’s son, 
and to Jacob his grandson. Jacob had 
12 sons who became founders of the 
12 tribes of Israel. The name ‘Jew’ is 
derived from one of Jacob’s sons 
called Judah.  

The family of Jacob went down into 
Egypt to survive a devastating 
famine and remained there for over 
200 years.  In the book of Exodus we 
learn of the life and work of Moses 
who brought Israel as a nation out of 
Egyptian slavery, and led them 
towards the promised land.  

Israel – God’s kingdom 
Immediately after the Exodus from 
Egypt, Israel’s special status was 
confirmed. They were given God’s 
covenant law to obey, known as the 
Law of Moses. The essential points 
of behaviour towards God and their 
fellow human beings are sum-
marised in part of that Law called 
the 10 commandments.  God laid 
down conditions: ‘Now  therefore, if 
you will indeed obey my voice 
and keep my covenant, then you shall 
be a special treasure to me above all 
people; for all the earth  is mine. And 
you shall be to me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation…’ (Exodus 19:5-6). 
This covenant was ratified by 
sacrifice and the shedding of the 

blood of animals, which pointed 
forward to the sacrificial work of 
Jesus. 

They were to be ‘a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation’. No other nation 
on earth before or since has been 
given that status. As a nation they 
were not only the subject of God’s 
promises to Abraham, but had now 
witnessed first-hand an open 
manifestation of the power of the 
Almighty against a devastated 
Egypt, the superpower of its day. 
When Moses raised his staff over the 
waters of the Red Sea, they were 
miraculously parted al lowing 
around two million people to cross 
to safety, escaping the Egyptian 
army that was pursuing them. They 
then witnessed the destruction of 
their enemies in the same waters.  

They continued their journey to the 
promised land and miraculously 
were given water in the desert, and a 
daily supply of food, called manna. 
But more than this, God had 
predetermined that long in the 
future, a member of this nation 
would become the saviour of the 
world.  

Israel were God’s representative 
kingdom on the earth, firstly lead by 
Moses, followed by Joshua, then a 
number of leaders called judges, 
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then kings.  Their first king was 
Saul, followed by David, the first in a 
dynasty of kings from the tribe of 
Judah. During this period, prophets 
became the nation’s spiritual guides. 
Their writings form much of the Old 
Testament scriptures. One of the 
primary themes of their prophecies 
was the coming of a saviour to deal 
with the issue of human sin and its 
consequences. That was why God 
chose a people to bear witness to His 
Name, and to be the nation from 
whom would come Jesus Christ, the 
world’s saviour. 

Privilege brings 
responsibility 
This privileged position, however, 
brought responsibility with it. It is 
this principle that is the key to 
answering the question − why did 
the Jews suffer so much throughout 
their history? 

The 10 commandments begin with 
these words:  

‘I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage. 

You shall have no other gods 
before me. 

You shall not make for yourself 
any carved image, or any 

likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth; you shall 
not bow down to them nor serve 
them. For I, the LORD your 
God, am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children to the third and 
fourth generations of those who 
hate me, but showing mercy to 
thousands, to those who love me 
and keep my commandments. 

You shall not take the name of 
the LORD your God in vain, for 
the LORD will not hold him 
guiltless  who takes his name in 
vain.’                                   Exodus 20:1-7 

These commandments clearly show 
that God would not tolerate wilful 
disobedience. It would be punished. 
Israel’s special status brought with 
it special responsibilities. 

Blessings and curses 
Just before Moses died, he made a 
speech to the people recorded in the 
book of Deuteronomy chapter 28.  
The first 14 verses set out God’s 
blessings for obedience to the 
covenant law.  For example we read: 

‘The LORD will establish you as a 
holy people to himself, just as he 
has sworn to you, if you keep the 

   Bible Questions and Answers10



commandments of the LORD your 
God and walk in his ways. Then all 
peoples of the earth shall see that 
you are called by the name of 
the LORD, and they shall be afraid 
of you. And the LORD will grant 
you plenty of goods, in the fruit of 
your body, in the increase of your 
livestock, and in the produce of 
your ground, in the land of which 
the LORD swore to your fathers to 
give you…’                               verses 9-11 

They would be richly blessed in 
every sphere of life if they lived 
faithfully, but the consequences of 
disobedience would be severe. The 
rest of chapter 28 sets out the 
opposite side of the coin. All the 
various curses for disobedience 
make sombre reading indeed. They 
would bring on themselves a terrible 
series of consequences for dis-
honouring God and His commands. 
The nation would suffer disasters, 
be crushed by surrounding enemies 
and suffer terrifying sieges. They 
would be oppressed and persecuted 
by foreign nations, and eventually 
lose their land and be scattered 
across the globe. For example we 
read: 

 ‘And it shall be, that just as 
the LORD rejoiced over you to do 
you good and multiply you, so 

the LORD will rejoice over you to 
destroy you and bring you to 
nothing; and you shall be 
plucked from off the land which 
you go to possess. Then the LORD 
will scatter you among all 
peoples, from one end of the earth 
to the other…’                   verses 63-64 

Israel’s history 
If you are familiar with The Old 
Testament, you will understand that 
Israel was unfaithful to a large 
e x t e n t . T h e m e s s a g e s o f t h e 
prophets, sent to realign the way-
ward tendencies of kings and 
people, went largely unheeded. Thus 
God did bring punishment on his 
people, just as he had foretold 
centuries beforehand through the 
words of Moses. The commentary in 
the Second Book of Chronicles 
chapter 36 tells us what happened, 
and gives the reason why the Jews 
were taken into captivity by Neb-
uchadnezzar king of Babylon: 

‘And the LORD God of their fathers 
sent warnings to them by his 
messengers, rising up early and 
sending them, because he had 
compassion on his people and on 
his dwelling-place. But they 
mocked the messengers of 
God, despised his words, 
and scoffed at his prophets, until 
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the wrath of the LORD arose 
against his people, till there 
was no remedy’  
                                  2 Chronicles 36: 15-16 

The history of Israel is a remarkable 
testimony to the truth of God’s 
W o r d . T h e g r e a t e s t a c t o f 
disobedience was the rejection and 
crucifixion of their Messiah, the Son 
of God. Although, even in this, God’s 
purpose was not frustrated, because 
Jesus died to take away sin. Having 
lived a sin-free life, he was raised 
from the dead to carry on his work in 
heaven as a mediator and saviour for 
all those who have faith in him. 

The nation of Israel, having become 
part of the Roman province of Judea, 
finally disintegrated completely as a 
political force after two rebellions in 
which they aspired once more to set 
themselves up as an independent 
kingdom. AD 70 saw the brutal 
crushing of a four year Zealot revolt, 
and AD 132-136 saw the defeat of the 
forces of a charismatic messiah 
figure, Simon Bar Kokhba. It has 
been estimated that 580,000 Jews 
perished in this final confrontation 
with Rome, and 50 fortified towns 
and 985 villages were razed to the 
ground. Many more Jews who were 
not sold as slaves died of famine and 
disease. 

The subsequent 1,900 years of 
Jewish history completely vindicates 
the accuracy of Bible prophecy, 
including Deuteronomy chapter 28. 
The Jews were scattered to every 
part of the Roman Empire, and later 
were persecuted and driven from 
country to country by the so-called 
Christian nations who treated them 
with hatred.  
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Zionism and the conclusion 
of God’s purpose  
The close of the 19th Century saw the 
beginnings of a change with the 
birth of Zionism − the aspiration of 
scattered Jewry to re-establish the 
nation of Israel. After the terrible 
Nazi persecution of the Jews in 
Europe in the ‘Holocaust’, 1948 saw 
the founding in Palestine of the 
modern Jewish State. Again, this 
reversal of Jewish fortunes was 
foretold long ago. It’s all in the 
Bible, and is often written about in 
this magazine. For example, the 
prophet Jeremiah foretold: 

‘For I am with you’, says the 
LORD, ‘to save you; though I make 
a full end of all nations where I 
have scattered you, yet I will not 
make a complete end of you. But I 
will correct you in justice, and will 
not let you go altogether 
unpunished.’                  Jeremiah 30:11 

In conclusion, the Apostle Paul 
explained in his letter to the Romans 

that God had not forsaken His 
people, and he quoted from the 
prophet Isaiah about the day still 
future, when the Jews will recognise 
Jesus as their Messiah, and the 
blessings promised to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob and their des-
c e n d a n t s w i l l b e c o m p l e t e l y 
fulfilled: 

‘For I do not desire, brethren, that 
you should be ignorant of this 
mystery … that hardening in part 
has happened to Israel until the 
fullness of the Gentiles has come 
in. And so all Israel will be saved, 
as it is written:“The Deliverer will 
come out of Zion, and he will turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob; 
for this is my covenant with them, 
when I take away their sins.”’  
            Romans 11:25-27 

Justin Giles 
London, UK 

Editor’s note: for further information 
on this important subject, send for the 
Special Edition ‘Light on Israel’ and the 
booklet entitled ‘Survivors’. 
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The archaeologist pulled a small piece of pottery from the layer of ash 
and turned it over. One side was covered with a strange, greenish glaze 
that he did not recognise. A few months later the ‘glaze’ was identified 
by the U.S. Geological Survey Laboratory as ‘trinitite’ – a material 
associated with the first American nuclear tests in New Mexico – a 
material only formed at temperatures of over 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit. 

The archaeologist, Dr Steven Collins, published his findings in 2013. He 
had identified the biblical city of Sodom, and found hard scientific 
evidence for the spectacular event described in the book of Genesis and 
so often dismissed as mythical: 

‘And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had 
stood before the LORD. Then he looked towards Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and towards all the land of the plain; and he saw, and 
behold, the smoke of the land which went up like the smoke of a 
furnace.’                 Genesis 19:28 

The latest thinking is that this was not a volcanic event, but an ‘airburst’ 
event, when a meteorite enters the earth’s atmosphere and then 
explodes before striking the planet, unleashing huge devastation. The 
most famous example is one that occurred over Tunguska, Siberia in 
1908, with an estimated force of one hundred Hiroshima bombs.  So here 
in the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah we have a cataclysmic event, 
once dismissed as a bit of mythology, but now confirmed by archaeology 
and science.  

This may be the most well-known, but in fact it is just one of many 
devastating events that punctuate the Bible narrative. They run like a 
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thread through Bible history, apparently marking out some of the critical 
stages as the divine plan unfolded. Here are some further examples. 

The description of the great Flood in the book of Genesis ascribes the 
inundation not just to torrential rainfall, but to massive subterranean 
upheavals which released some of the vast quantities of water now 
known to be locked away in the earth’s crust: ‘…all the fountains of the 
great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were 
opened’ (Genesis 7:11). 

The era of the Israelites’ escape from Egypt, their wanderings in the 
desert and entry into the Promised Land, was also marked by notable 
geological upheavals: 

1. God’s revelation of himself to his people at Mt Sinai: ‘Now mount 
Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in 
fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole 
mountain quaked greatly’ (Exodus 19:18; 20:18). 

2. The drying up of the river Jordan caused by a major blockage in the 
north of the land, allowing the nation to cross into Canaan (Joshua 

3:14–16). 

3. The fall of the city of Jericho. A long-standing debate amongst 
archaeologists now seems to favour the accuracy of the biblical 
account. Only a precisely timed and 
pin-point accurate earthquake can 
explain the evidence; the total 
collapse of the city walls.  

 ‘And it happened when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, and the 
people shouted with a great shout, that 
the wall fell down flat. Then the people 
went up into the city, every man 
straight before him, and they took the 
city’ (Joshua 6:20). 
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Excavations at Tel Al-Sultan, the ancient city  
of Jericho in the Jordan Valley



Archaeologists accept a major earthquake (or two!) took place around 
760 BC, referred to by the biblical prophets Amos, Zechariah and Ezekiel, 
leaving evidence of destruction in sites from Jerusalem to Bethshan and 
Megiddo. 

The epoch-making events of the death of Jesus Christ and his 
resurrection were also marked by striking geological activity in 
Jerusalem: the unnatural darkness at the time of the crucifixion, the 
shaking of the temple, the opening of graves throughout the city, the 
earthquake which accompanied Jesus’ resurrection: ‘the earth quaked, 
and the rocks were split, and the graves were opened…And behold, there 
was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, 
and came and rolled back the stone…’  (Matthew chapters 27-28).  

The preaching of the apostles and the spread of Christianity saw the 
signs continue.  An earthquake opened up the prison at Philippi for Paul 
and Silas: ‘Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations 
of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were 
opened…’  (Acts 16:26). 

What science has to say 
The modern investigation of the 
earth’s geology, and the science of 
plate tectonics have shown us why 
the lands of the Bible should be 
unusually vulnerable to this geo-
logical activity. The Jordan valley, 
that runs the full length of the land 
of Israel and includes the deep cleft 
of the Dead Sea, is a major rift in 
the earth’s crust. Known as the 
Jordan Transform, or the Dead Sea 
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Fault, it marks the boundary between 
two great tectonic plates, the Arabian 
Plate and the African Plate, that are 
moving at different rates in the 
movement known as ‘continental drift’ 
(see map opposite). These boundaries, 
wherever they occur, are marked out by 
major volcanic and earthquake activity. 
The Jordan rift carries on south across 
the Red Sea and down into the Great 
Rift Valley of Central Africa, with its 
formidable chain of active volcanoes. 

The present government of Israel is 
well aware how vulnerable Israel is. On 
8th February this year Israel launched 
the nationwide TRUAA (‘trumpet 
blast’) Early Warning System with a 
command centre in Jerusalem and 120 
sensors deployed throughout the land (see map above). The last major 
earthquake in Israel occurred in 1926; ominously, another is long 
overdue. 

Fascinating as the science may be, it is of far more than academic 
interest.  

The Bible’s story is not yet finished  
God’s purpose is still moving towards its final climax, and, as in the past, 
the Bible tells us that divinely directed earthquakes have a major role to 
play. 

The Old Testament prophet Zechariah predicted a special day which he 
called ‘the day of the LORD’ when Jesus will be revealed to his people as 
their Messiah. This day will be marked by a major upheaval and a 
dramatic change in the topology of the land of Israel:  
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‘In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces 
Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in 
two, from east to west, making a very large valley; half the 
mountain shall move toward the north and half of it toward the 
south’             Zechariah 14:4  

A major earth movement within 25 miles of the Jordan rift valley – 
nothing surprising about that, except its miraculous timing to 
accompany Messiah’s return.  And the outcome?  ‘…the LORD  
shall be King over all the earth’ (verse 9). 

The prophet Isaiah refers to a similar ‘day in store’ for mankind, a day 
of God’s wrath and judgement: ‘They shall go into the holes of the rocks, 
and into the caves of the earth, from the terror of the LORD and the glory of 
his majesty, when he arises to shake the earth mightily’ (Isaiah 2:19, 

repeated in verse 21). The outcome? ‘The haughtiness of man shall be 
bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day’ (verse 11). 

Last came the greatest prophet of all – Jesus himself.  

Jesus tells us that the period immediately before his return will be 
marked by unusual earthquakes, not confined to any particular locality 
(e.g. Mount Sinai or the Mount of Olives) but in ‘various places’ across 
the world (Matthew 24:7) The disciples' knowledge of earthquakes 
would have come largely from their Old Testament scriptures and 
related only to Bible lands (now the Middle East), hence the importance 
of Jesus’ expression ‘in various places’. 

So where are we today?  
Never before has such a mass of seismic information been available to 
us. Every day observations and measurements flood in from satellites, 
balloons, beacons, weather stations, from permanent sensors on the 
tops of mountains and others on the ocean floors. We know far more 
about earthquakes than ever before. Significant damage or loss of life is 
reported by the popular media within hours – barely has one eruption 
calmed down than it seems another fills the headlines.  

As I started to write these notes (January 2022) news comes in of a 5.8 
(Richter scale of intensity – see diagram) eruption on the seabed 
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near the island of Tonga (in the Pacific 
Ocean, east of Australia), creating a small 
tsunami affecting seacoasts as far away 
as the West Coast of America, and 
reviving memories of the terrible Indian 
Ocean tsunami of 2004 which killed 
around 230,000 people. This Tonga 
undersea volcano (Hunga-Tonga-
Ha’pai) last erupted in 2014. Now it has 
erupted again. In April came another 
major(7.4) eruption in Japan, near 
Fukushima. 

What next? 

Looking back on 2021, Wikipedia has this 
to say:  

‘The year 2021 was a very active 
period for global seismicity, with 19 
major earthquakes, three of which 

were over 8.0, and was also the most seismically active since 
2007… Major events also took place’ (in addition to Haiti) ‘in 
Indonesia, Japan, China, Pakistan, Mexico and Peru’  (see Wikipedia 
‘List of earthquakes in 2021’). 

Jesus’ disciples asked him what would be the sign of his coming 
(Matthew 24:3). He answered them with a remarkable list, things which 
we can see happening in our world today – including ‘earthquakes in 
various places’ (verse 7). 

Jesus is knocking at the door. He is saying ‘look up!’ Don’t keep looking 
down at the awful godless man-made chaos of our world today – look 
up, because wonderful and amazing things are about to happen! 

‘Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up 
your heads, because your redemption draws near.’          Luke 21.28 

Roy Toms  Norfolk, UK   
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Over the last few months of the conflict in Ukraine, one letter of the 

alphabet has acquired an ominous significance. It is the letter ‘Z’. It has 

appeared daubed on Russian military hardware, on huge apartment 

blocks and street hoardings, on flags and T-shirts; schoolchildren have 

paraded in ‘Z’ ‘formations, and so on. Nobody seems quite sure where it 

came from or what it means, but it has become a popular symbol, a 

rallying point and an expression of support for the Russian invasion of 

Ukraine. 

The letter Z is also given a special significance in the New Testament 
(NT). Unsurprisingly it has nothing in common with the Russian version, 
and it gives us real hope as we negotiate our path through this troubled 
world.  

In the Greek language in which the NT was written, the last letter is 
‘Omega’.  

Four times in his last message to us in the book of Revelation, Jesus 
describes himself as the ‘Alpha and the Omega’, or the ‘A’ and the ‘Z', 
the beginning and the end of God’s plan in history:  

‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and 
the Last’ (Revelation 22:13).  The whole of the human story from creation 
to God’s Kingdom revolves around the life of this one man.  

We cry out for reassurance about the future. As we nervously follow the 
awful events in Ukraine, one question is on everybody’s lips: how will it 
all end? It seems impossible to imagine any kind of satisfactory outcome. 
The future is ominously unpredictable – people are worried and fearful. 

We turn to God’s Word for reassurance.  
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Here is the A and the Z, the beginning and the ending, not the subject of 
endless speculation, but a certain hope for a God-promised future. 

‘Then comes THE END, when he (Jesus) delivers the kingdom to God 
the Father, when he puts an end to all rule and all authority and 
power’ (I Corinthians 15:24). So the writer, the Apostle Paul, foresees 
exactly the same outcome to human history as the prophet Daniel 
(Daniel chapter 2, see article page 37).  But this ‘ending’ is not just about 
politics and the power of nations. It is about the human condition, the 
nature of man himself: ‘… he (Jesus) must reign till he has put all 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is 
death’ (verses 25-26). 

It is about final reconciliation, a bridging of the gulf between us and our 
Creator, ‘that God may be all in all’  (verse 28). 

With the beginning and the ending known by God, Jesus and the 
prophets plot in advance the path that we are on, from a time of 
desperate trouble to ultimate relief and overflowing blessing: 

‘…And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there 
was a nation, even to that time. And at that time your people shall be 
delivered… Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the 
firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like the stars 
for ever and ever.’                  Daniel 12:1-3 

It’s a big jump from Putin and the Ukraine to the Kingdom of God, and 
it’s not going to happen in a moment; but happen it will, because God 
has promised it.  The Russian Z, and all the other emblems of human rule 
and misrule down the ages, will be obliterated.  Jesus promises: 

‘…I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. 
 I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who 
thirsts.’              Revelation 21.6 

Besieged as we seem to be by turmoil and discord of every kind, Jesus 
freely offers us this incalculable gift, the ‘water of life’. 

The question is, are we thirsty? 
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This series highlights key Bible events and teaching, and encourages you to 
pick up a Bible and read for yourself the relevant passages. 

In previous articles we referred to God’s promise to establish His Kingdom 
on earth, that Jesus Christ will be the king over the Kingdom of God on 
Earth, and that God made an unfailing promise to Abraham: through his 
seed or descendant, Jesus Christ, all nations of the earth will be blessed.            
               Read the passages which have these verses at their centre: 
                         Genesis 13:15; Genesis 22:18. 

The establishment of Christ as king over a worldwide kingdom after his 
second coming, is what true Christians look forward to.  Of course, these 
things hinge on the work of Jesus during his first advent, his death and 
resurrection.  In this article we examine further details recorded in the 
Bible leading up to his return to the earth.  Those who study the Bible 
believe that when comparing the things written about the ‘last days’ and 
the return of Jesus, the indications are that it is very close. 

In this article we examine the following key aspects: his birth; his 
ministry; his death; his resurrection; his priesthood and finally his 
kingship.  These headings cover his past, present and future work. 

1. His birth and nature 
The Bible clearly shows us that Jesus is the Son of God but that he was also 
a man.  It does not teach us that Jesus is God.  Physically we can see that 
Jesus was no different from other men.  He was subject to all the emotions 
and experiences of the human condition.  He was also mortal and therefore 
subject to death. Take the time to absorb the following passages: Isaiah 53:3-5 
(quoted in Matthew 8:17); John 4:6, 11:35; Romans 8:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 
Galatians 4:4; Hebrews 2:11-18.  

Being born of Mary, the requirements of Genesis 3:15 were fulfilled.  We 
have referenced this verse frequently in previous articles in this series.  
Jesus was born ‘the seed (descendant) of the woman’ mentioned in that 
verse.  Although Mary was betrothed to Joseph, he was not Jesus’ father. He 
was born by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Read: Luke 1:34-35; Matthew 1:18, 24-25.
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Through this miracle we see that Jesus was both the son of a woman and 
‘Son of God’. It is essential that we understand this teaching which the 
majority of Christians do not accept, believing instead the false doctrine 
of the trinity.                            Read: John 3:14, 18. 

The Bible clearly demonstrates that Jesus had no existence before his 
birth.  However, we can see that from the beginning God clearly had the 
idea of His Son being brought into existence. The Bible puts it like this: 
‘Christ was…..foreordained before the foundation of the world’ (1 Peter 1:20).  

2. His work 
Jesus was miraculously brought into being by His Father’s power, the 
Holy Spirit, to do His will on earth.  Jesus came to do God’s will. 

Read: Luke 2:49; John 4:34, 5:30, Hebrews 10:7. 

All aspects of Christ’s obedience to God and his work were perfect and 
complete. This meant that he was ‘without sin’, the only sinless member 
of the human race ever to have lived.                  Read: John 8:46; 1 Peter 2:22. 

There was nothing ‘automatic’ about his obedience.  Jesus was tempted 
to sin and he had to overcome those temptations.  Jesus battled with sin, 
not just outwardly amongst his fellow countrymen, but also in his heart.  
Read the following to understand what the Bible says about this aspect of 
Christ’s first advent:  Matthew 4:1-11, 26:39, 42; Hebrews 4:15; 5:7-8. 

3. His death 
The divine principle of sacrifice providing remission for the sin of the 
offerer was established in Eden when coats of skins were provided as a 
covering (Genesis 3:21). We read in the letter to the Hebrews that it is 
impossible for the blood of animals to take away sins (Hebrews 10:4). 
This is a reference to the animal sacrifices required by God under the 
Law of Moses, as part of the Israelites’ service in the wilderness. Jesus 
offered himself as a perfect sacrifice once and for all. Animal sacrifices in 
the Old Testament had to be physically without blemish, but his sacrifice 
was morally perfect. Thus Jesus conquered sin by destroying it within 
himself in leading a sin-free life.   
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We have seen in previous articles in this series that Adam brought sin 
into the world by disobeying God’s requirements.  Jesus, a member of the 
human race, destroyed sin in himself by complete obedience to God’s 
requirements.  We therefore see that it is sin that has the power of death 
over humankind.  In a previous article we noted that sin causes death, 
and sin is what the Bible calls the devil (See Light Volume 31.1 page 8).  
The Greek word diabolos, translated devil in the New Testament, means 
false accuser or slanderer.  Unchecked human nature leads a person to 
act in the opposite way to what God wants. 

Read: Leviticus 6:1-7; Hebrews 2:14,10:1-5, 12; 9:14-15.  

So we understand that Jesus fulfilled the pronouncement made by God in 
Genesis 3:15. It is worth taking the time to review that verse and 
understand what is being said, and how it is that Jesus was the ‘seed of 
the woman.’ Importantly, too, we see that Jesus, in spite of living a 
perfect life, had to die because he was a member of the human race and 
therefore under the curse of the death sentence pronounced by God in 
Genesis 3:19 (see Light Volume 30.4 page 10).            Read: Hebrews 2:9-10. 

It’s important to note that Jesus died as a representative of the human 
race and not as a substitute for it.  Hence, death continues to reign on the 
earth.                       Read Hebrews 9:7 & 11-12. 

4. His resurrection 
In this issue of Light Magazine we have the third in the series concerning 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and we recommend you read that article 
in conjunction with this one (see page 3). The principle of resurrection is 
taught throughout the Bible.                 Read: 1 Corinthians 15:12-19. 

5. His priesthood 
Having appeared to his followers after his resurrection, Jesus remained 
with them for forty days and nights before ascending to heaven, to his 
Father’s side. During this period Jesus demonstrated that he had risen 
from the dead and was now immortal, possessing spirit nature. 
            Read: Mark 16:19-20, Luke 24:50-53, Acts 1:2-3,  
             9-11, 2:33-36; Hebrews 7:14-17. 

Jesus ascended to God’s right-hand side and there mediates or 
intercedes for his followers as Moses did for the Israelites in the 
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wilderness (see Exodus 32:7-14). Jesus brings the prayers of his 
followers to God in the same way that the High Priest offered incense to 
God for the people in Moses’ day.  He undertakes this work for those who 
seek God and are baptised into his saving name. He asks us to pray to 
God, to confess our sins, and to repent. We can obtain forgiveness of sins 
through his shed blood and his intercession for us. 

The importance of reading the following passages, comparing them and 
absorbing them is strongly emphasised. In all spiritual matters the 
question should always be: ‘What does the Bible say?’  
                         Read: John 16:23-24, Romans 3:23-26, 8:34; 1 Timothy 2:5;  
              Hebrews 4:14-16, 7:24-28, 9:24, 10:19-22; 1 John 2:1-2.  

6. His kingship 
So far this article has been about the past and to some extent, the 
present.  But the hope of true Christians lies in the future.  God’s plan for 
the world will reach its great climax in the future. The Bible repeatedly 
directs us to the future. 

We have seen in previous articles that the Bible promises that God’s 
servants will be made like the angels in the future (Luke 20:35-36). Jesus 
will sit on a throne and reign as king in God’s Name (Revelation 11:15). 
Abraham was promised an inheritance forever and all nations will be 
blessed through him and his descendants (Genesis 12:3,17:8). God 
promised David that his throne would be established forever (2 Samuel 
7:12-13).  The prophet Daniel also spoke of a day when the kingdoms of 
men would be blown away like chaff (Daniel 2:35) and God’s Kingdom 
would fill the whole earth and last forever (Daniel 2:44 and 7:18,27).   

All of these unfulfilled events rely on the return of Jesus Christ to the 
earth for their fulfilment.  This is fundamental Bible teaching and the 
basis of the Christian hope. It was clearly taught by Jesus himself. 
            Read: Matthew 24:30-51; 25: 13:31; Mark 13:26; Luke 21:27; John 14:1-3. 

As we have already seen it was proclaimed by the angel when Jesus 
ascended to heaven.  It was also preached by the apostles throughout the 
first century Roman world, and referred to in their New Testament 
writings. These passages all speak for themselves: 
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Read: Acts 3:19-21; Colossians 3:4; 1 Corinthians 15:23; Philippians 3:20; 1 
Thessalonians 1:9-10; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8; 2 Timothy 
4:1,8; 1 Peter 1:7,13, 5:4; 1 John 2:28, 3:2, and importantly, Jesus’ last words to 
the Apostle John in Revelation 22:7,12,20.   

The book of Psalms often tells us about the Kingdom of God. Read Psalm 
72 and notice the emphasis on ‘righteousness’, and how it  highlights the 
blend of mercy, justice, peace and prosperity. Jesus’ first advent 2,000 
years ago was to preach the gospel (good news) of the coming Kingdom 
of God (Matthew 4:23). 

How close is the return of Jesus to these times in which we live?  The 
Bible does not provide us with an explicit date.  Indeed, Jesus himself, 
when talking about the signs in the world that would precede his return, 
said: ‘Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which 
the Son of Man is coming’ (Matthew 25:13).  However, a careful study of 
the Bible will reveal some key things that are spoken of in connection 
with his return. Consider these three key pointers to the return of Jesus: 

1. The restoration of Israel 
This is considered by many Bible students to be the biggest sign that the 
return of Jesus can be expected soon. Israel did not exist as a nation for 
almost 2,000 years between their dispersion and when the State of Israel 
was established in 1948. This restoration was foretold by the Old 
Testament prophets: 

Read: Jeremiah 30:10, 31:8-10; Ezekiel 37:1-14; Luke 21:29-31. 

2.  Worldwide trouble and despair 
During his ‘Mount Olivet prophecy’ Jesus made reference to what the 
state of the world would be immediately prior to his second coming. The 
Old Testament Prophets, several centuries before, had also spoken of 
this time of trouble.                       Read: Daniel 12:1; Joel 3:1-17; Luke 21:25-27. 

The significant increase in worldwide unrest today is a cause of great 
anxiety. However, to those who know God’s purpose declared in the 
Bible, the state of the world demands increased faith and confidence in 
God’s plan moving towards its conclusion (Luke 21:28).  

Read Jesus’ prophetic words in Luke 21 and in the parallel accounts in 
Matthew 24 and Mark 13. 
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3. The moral state of the world 
Jesus also highlighted the lack of morality in the world at his second 
coming.  He compared it to the days of Noah at the time of the Flood, and 
the days of Lot who lived in the city of Sodom. The record in Genesis 
chapters 6 and 19 tells us they were two particularly depraved eras of 
human history. The apostles also warned that the world would be in a 
similar state before his return.  

Read: Luke 17:26-30; 2 Timothy 3:1-13; 2 Peter 3:3-4. 

These things, together with the international political scene foretold by 
the prophets Ezekiel and Daniel, all converge on the age in which we live.  
These are sure indications that Jesus Christ’s second coming is almost 
upon us. The question for all Godly people who believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God, and that he is going to return and establish the 
Kingdom of God on Earth, is this:  
what are we doing to prepare ourselves for this unique and greatest 
event in human history? 

In conclusion 
There are some practical things for us to consider in preparing for this 
great event.                      Read: 2 Peter 3:11,14. 

God has made it possible for individuals to enjoy the benefits of His great 
promises made in the past: to have a part in the Kingdom of God on 
Earth, as the Apostle Peter reminded his readers: 

‘Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and 
of Jesus our Lord, as his divine power has given to us all things that 
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who 
called us by His own glory and virtue, by which have been given to 
us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you 
may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through lust.’                         2 Peter 1:2-4 

Next time, God willing, we will look at the Bible’s teaching about 
baptism. 
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Some thirty years ago I was sat next 
to an older colleague in a new 
placement at work in the City of 
London.  I learned quickly that he 
was very respectful and know-
ledgeable, which I gleaned from 
overhearing his phone convers-
ations with his clients.  As the 
building faced south-west the sun 
used to stream through the window 
with a resplendent kaleidoscope of 
colours on winter evenings.  On one 
such occasion, without thinking, 
and looking in wonder at the 
magnificent light show across the 
evening sky, I said out loud, ‘and 
they say there is no God or Creator...! 
(see Isaiah 48:13). 

My colleague quipped stoically – 
‘I’m an atheist actually!’ We then 
debated, over some time, which of 
us had more faith – me in relying 
completely on an all-powerful, all- 
knowing, omnipresent and loving 
designer and creator of the universe, 
with a best-selling book, the Bible, 
which outlines His plan for the 
world; with abundant evidence all 
around and in history to support my 

belief – or him relying on the theory 
that it all happened by chance. 

We initially discussed how every-
thing we could see and touch around 
us had a designer and creator (Psalm 
8 : 4 , 5 ; I s a i a h 4 5 : 1 2 , 1 8 ) . T h e 
alternative – really an unsub-
stantiated theory which we agreed 
took far more faith to have any real 
confidence in, and absolutely no 
plan for the future! 

He asked me - what is the plan?  The 
answer is simply found in the gospel 
message – the good news of the 
coming Kingdom of God. 

So what is this Kingdom…? 
We find a reference to the meek and 
righteous inheriting the Earth 
(Psalm 37:11, 29), and Jesus alludes 
to it in his parable of the talents 
(Matthew 25:14-30) in which a ruler 
gave certain talents or resources to 
his servants to use in his absence.  
On his return, after a very long time 
away, the ruler called his servants 
together to see how they had used 
their gifts and to settle up, a form a 
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judgement. To those that had used 
their talents well, the ruler, who is 
Jesus, will say: 

 ‘…Well done, good and faithful 
servant; you were faithful over a 
few things, I will make you ruler 
over many things. Enter into the 
joy of your Lord.’          Matthew 25:21  

In the last chapter of the Bible we 
read the words of Jesus which give 
us an indication of what this gospel 
message or good news of the 
Kingdom will be: ‘…behold, I am 
coming quickly, and my reward is with 
me, to give to everyone according to 
his work’ (Revelation 22:12).  

Where will the Kingdom be… 
Most of us have read, heard or 
recited the Lord’s Prayer many 
times, perhaps more in our early 
years?  This prayer was a response 
by Jesus to his disciples, who asked 
him how they should pray – we 
know how it begins: ‘…Our Father 
which art in heaven, Hallowed be     
thy name. Thy kingdom come.  Thy  
will be done, in earth as it is in heaven’ 
(Matthew 6:9-10 KJV). Look at those 
last few words; Jesus was where? He 
was on this Earth, so it’s reasonable 
to presume that here on Earth is 
where the kingdom is going to be. 
And to reinforce this thought, when 

J e s u s , a f t e r h i s d e a t h a n d 
resurrection, ascended to Heaven, 
the angels said to his followers:  

‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
gazing up into heaven? This same 
Jesus, who was taken up from you 
into heaven, will so come in like 
manner as you saw him go into 
heaven.’                        Acts 1:11 

It’s a consistent message - the meek 
to inherit the earth − Jesus’ model 
prayer asking God for the Kingdom 
to come on earth, and his followers 
told that Jesus would be coming 
back to the place he had just left. 

… and what will it be like?   
The Prophet Micah provides a word 
picture of a beautiful world where 
justice will exist for all, where there 
will be no more fighting, where no 
one will be afraid, and all will walk 
in the name of God for ever and ever 
– for eternity (see Micah 4:1-5).  
Also Isaiah chapter 11 gives a word 
picture to show that nature will be 
benign and ‘… the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the LORD as the 
waters cover the sea’ (Isaiah 11: 9). 

In a recent survey of those who are 
looking forward to the return of 
Jesus Christ to the Earth, they were 
asked for their vision of the 
Kingdom in three words, drawn 
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from the many references in the 
Bible which provide glimpses of just 
what it will be like.  Here are just a 
few of their responses: 

✴ Satisfaction – communion –
perfection 

✴ Infinity – wholeness – holiness 

✴ Sinless – painless – fellowship 

✴ Positive – energy – confidence 

✴ Removal of politics – poverty – 
pain 

✴ Removal of – uncertainty – evil.  
Replaced by harmony 

It may be helpful to understand the 
context of these personal word 
visions by reading some words 
f o u n d a t t h e e n d o f t h e O l d 
Testament (Malachi 3: 10), which 
assert the extent of God’s blessings 
to those who give to him generously. 
Jesus echoes these words in his 
teaching: 

 ‘Give, and it will be given to you: 
good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, and running 
over will be put into your bosom. 
For with the same measure that 
you use, it will be measured back 
to you.’         Luke 6:38 

So what do we need to do to 
be part of God’s Kingdom? 
We have some very clear and 
consistent guidance in the Bible. In 
the book of Deuteronomy we can 
learn what God wants us to do: 

‘Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, 
the LORD is one! You shall love 
the LORD your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with 
all your might.’   
                Deuteronomy 6:4-5 NIV 

Jesus repeated this instruction when 
asked by an expert in the Law of 
Moses: ‘…which is the greatest 
commandment in the law?’ He 
replied: 

‘…love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind. This is the 
first and great commandment. 
 And the second is like it: You shall 
love your neighbour as yourself. 

On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the 
Prophets.’                  Matthew 22:36-40 

And again Jesus explained how we 
should use the things we have been 
given to best effect. He gave ample 
examples, none more appropriate 
than in his parable of the Talents 
already referred to (Matthew 25). 
This parable gives us a clear 
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example of how we need to use the 
things we’ve been given by God, as 
Jesus did. By doing so we demon-
strate our love for God and for our 
neighbours.  

In the following parable of the sheep 
and the goats we have the depiction 
of Jesus’ return and the time of 
judgement, where the sheep are 
those who used their talents and 
gifts to good effect and the goats 
who did not: 

‘When the Son of Man comes in 
his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. All the nations 
will be gathered before him, and 
he will separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divides his 
sheep from the goats. And he will 
set the sheep on his right hand, 
but the goats on the left.  

Then the King will say to those on 
his right hand, “Come, you 
blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world: for I 
was hungry and you gave me 
food… thirsty and you gave me 
drink… a stranger and you took 
me in… naked and you clothed 
me… sick and you visited me… in 
prison and you came to me.’      
          Matthew 25.31-36 

Here are very clear examples of what 
we need to do to show love to our 
neighbours. Innocently, those 
listening asked Jesus when they did 
these good things, and Jesus replied: 
‘…inasmuch as you did it to one of the 
least of these my brethren, you did it to 
me’ (Matthew 25:40). 

What do we need, in addition, to 
demonstrate our commitment to 
God? The answer to this question is 
given in Jesus’ words to his 
disciples: 

‘Whoever believes and is baptized 
will be saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be condemned.’  
                  Mark 16:16 NIV 

 The Apostle Paul adds these words 
in his letter to the Christians at 
Rome: 

‘Do not conform  to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is – his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.’ 
    Romans 12.2 

When is this going to happen? 
Interestingly, Jesus’ followers asked 
him just before he left them when he 
was going to set up his kingdom, 
and he answered:  
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‘It is not for you to know the times or 
dates…’ (Acts 1:6-7 NIV). But he did 
previously outline the state of the 
world at the time immediately 
before his second coming when he 
was asked by the disciples:  

‘When will these things be?      
And what sign will there be when 
these things are about to take 
place?’           Luke 21:7 

In his response to this question, 
Jesus outlined the following con-
ditions, and as we read through the 
list we can easily identify any of 
these events in the news at the 
present time: 

✴ Wars and uprisings  

✴ Nations fighting against each 
other  

✴ Great earthquakes 

✴ Famines 

✴ Pestilences 

✴ Fearful events 

✴ Signs in the sky 

✴ Persecutions 

Jesus then summed it up, using the 
heavenly bodies and the sea to 
represent the turmoil that will 
precede his second coming, like this: 

‘There will be signs in the sun, 
in the moon, and in the stars; 
and on the earth distress of 
nations, with perplexity, the 
sea and the waves 
roaring; men’s hearts failing 
them from fear and the 
expectation of those things 
which are coming on the 
earth… 

Then they will see the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory.’     

Luke 21:25-27. Also read Matthew 24: 
37-39 and 2 Timothy 3:1-9. 

do these things sound 
    familiar? 
    could this describe the 
world we live in right now? 

The question for each of us is:  
how will we respond? 

Richard Harris 
Kent, UK 
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Examples of wars, started either 
totally or largely at the behest of one 
individual, abound throughout 
history. It’s not every war though. 
For example, I don’t think the First 
World War (1914 to 1918) can be 
attributed to one individual. But the 
Second World War (1939 to 1945), at 
least the European part, can be 
attributed to one man − Adolf Hitler.  

And now there is a major war that 
can unequivocally be attributed to 
one individual. In fact, it is the most 
serious war in Europe since the 
Second World War. Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine was started by the 
Russian leader, Vladimir Putin.  

In the letter of James in the New 
Testament, there are some inter-
esting words relating to war. I quote 
from two verses in particular. The 
translators of the New King James 
version have inserted a heading 
which I have included. It sums up 
the verses rather well:  

‘Pride promotes strife’ 
‘Where do wars and fights come 
from among you?  Do they not 
come from your desires for 
pleasure that war in your 
members?  You lust and do not 
have. You murder and covet and 
cannot obtain.  You fight and 
war...’      James 4:1-2 

These verses are not a specific sign 
of the times. Rather they describe 
the human condition which leads to 
all kinds of strife, ranging from wars 
to quarrels between friends – and 
everything in between. But what a 
perfect description of the motivation 
for invading Ukraine. 

War in Ukraine 
It comes as no surprise that Putin, 
after a period of ‘will he or won’t 
he?’, has invaded Ukraine. Russia’s 
President has made no secret of his 
intentions and effectively put  them 
on notice in 2014 when he invaded 
Crimea, which was then part of 
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Ukraine. This was followed by 
actions in Ukraine’s Donbas region 
where separatists have been fighting 
for years backed by Russia. 

Putin’s motivation is no doubt 
mixed, but perhaps begins with his 
view that the early 1990’s dis-
solution of the USSR – whose 
empire included Ukraine and a 
number of other European countries 
as well as half of Germany – was a 
tragedy. But it goes further than this 
with Ukraine in particular. Its 
population is the same ethnically as 
European Russia, predominately 
Slavic. Modern Russia and its 
Orthodox religion have strong 
historical ties to Ukraine. Kyiv, the 
capital of Ukraine, was the original 
source of Russian religion and 
culture.  

The fact that the vast majority of 
Ukrainians do not want to be a part 
of Russia, is meaningless to Putin. 
He is, after all, surrounded by 
advisors who rightly fear the con-
sequences of providing him with 
news or advice he does not want to 
hear. One theory which seems quite 
credible, is that he was under the 
impression Ukrainians would wel-
come the Russians as ‘saviours’. 
Russian state media portrays 
Ukraine’s government as corrupt, a 
puppet of the ‘western’ powers, and 
led by a ‘Nazi’. The last claim is 

darkly bemusing as Ukraine’s 
president is in fact Jewish! Less than 
amusing is that he lost relatives in 
the Holocaust and his grandfather 
fought with the Russian army 
against Germany in World War Two.  

The degree of unity and active and 
successful opposition displayed by 
Ukrainians, despite the enormous 
cost, has come as a surprise to many 
observers. This opposition has made 
the Russian incursion very pro-
tracted and costly for them too. An 
even bigger surprise is the drastic 
hit the Russian armed forces have 
suffered to their previously vaunted 
reputation as a world class fighting 
machine. The military side of their 
invasion has been a shambles. These 
factors and no doubt others as well, 
have combined to make their 
invasion anything but the easy and 
quick endeavour President Putin no 
doubt expected it would be.  

It gets worse for Russia’s president. 
B y i n v a d i n g U k r a i n e t o t a k e 
advantage of what he perceived as 
weakness in NATO, he has achieved 
the opposite. He has managed to 
unite and re-energise NATO which 
has somewhat belatedly recognised 
the danger he is posing. He has 
brought Russia’s economy to its 
knees. There is even talk of his 
leadership being in danger.  
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By contrast, Ukraine’s president has 
risen to the enormous challenge of 
providing inspirational leadership. 
He has gained credit at home, with 
many European countries and with 
the US. There is even, at the time of 
writing, talk of the Russians being 
effectively defeated, but time will 
tell. 

The conflict doesn’t only 
affect Ukraine 
President Putin’s action in staging 
the biggest invasion Europe has seen 
since 1939, is already having con-
sequences around the world. The 
most obvious one so far for me in 
Australia, is the dramatic and, it 
seems, constantly rising price of 
petrol. But it’s all much worse than 
that. Apart from the obvious dis-
astrous effect on Ukraine’s eco-
nomy, there is Russia’s economy. It 
wasn’t robust before the war, and 
with the imposition of economic 
sanctions, it is getting much worse. 
All that has flow-on effects in our 
very connected world economy. The 
Economist of March 12 in an article 
entitled ‘Fuel, food and fury’ put it 
this way: 

‘… Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is 
unleashing the biggest commodity 
shock since 1973, and one of the 
worst disruptions to wheat supplies 

since the First World War. Although 
commodity exchanges are already in 
chaos, ordinary folk have yet to feel 
the full effects of rising petrol bills, 
empty stomachs and political 
instability. But make no mistake, 
those things are coming ─ and 
dramatically so if sanctions on 
Russia tighten further, and if Vlad-
imir Putin retaliates… The turmoil 
unfolding in energy, metals and 
food markets is broad and savage. 
Overall indices of commodity prices 
are now 26% higher than at the start 
of 2022… 

Such are the consequences of  
Putin’s decision to drive his tanks 
across the breadbasket of Europe, 
and the subsequent isolation of 
Russia, one of the world’s biggest 
commodities exporters. Western 
sanctions on Russian banks have 
made lenders, insurers and shipping 
firms wary of striking deals to carry 
Russian cargoes, leaving growing 
piles of unsold industrial metals and 
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an armada of vessels ful l of 
unwanted Urals crude. Stigma and 
danger have caused others to stay 
away. Shell has abandoned buying 
Russian crude oil after a backlash. 
The Black Sea is a no-go zone for 
commercial shipping because some 
vessels have been hit by missiles and 
Russia is menacing Ukrainian ports. 
Not many seeds will be planted in 
Ukraine’s blood-soaked fields this 
spring.’  

The next paragraph starts with the 
words ‘It could get worse!’ Are there 
any positives here? A prophecy from 
the Bible tells us what will  happen – 
no matter what happens in Ukraine 
today or elsewhere tomorrow! 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 
If you are a regular reader of this 
series of articles, you will often see 
references to a vision given over 
2,500 years ago to Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of the ancient land of Babylon. 
The explanation of the vision that 
Daniel gave to Nebuchadnezzar is 
still, all these years later, one of the 
very best ways to look at Bible 
prophecy about history, current 
events, and events still to come. It 
really is amazing.  The dream is 
described in the Book of Daniel 
chapter two verses 31-35. I encour-
age you to read about it there. The 

explanation which recounts the 
d r e a m f o l l o w s o n f r o m t h e 
description in verses 36-45 (I have 
highlighted the specific parts that 
are especially relevant to this 
article):  

‘This is the dream. Now we will 
tell the interpretation of it before 
the king. You, O king, are a king of 
kings. … after you shall arise 
another kingdom inferior to 
yours; then another, a third 
kingdom of bronze, which shall 
rule over all the earth. And the 
fourth kingdom shall be as strong 
as iron… 

 Whereas you saw the feet and 
toes, partly of potter’s clay and 
partly of iron, the kingdom shall 
be divided; … And as the toes of 
the feet were partly of iron and 
partly of clay, so the kingdom 
shall be partly strong and partly 
fragile. As you saw iron mixed 
with ceramic clay, they will 
mingle with the seed of men; but 
they will not adhere to one 
another, just as iron does not mix 
with clay.  

And in the days of these kings the 
God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed; and the kingdom shall 
not be left to other people; it shall 
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break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand 
forever.  

Inasmuch as you saw that the 
stone was cut out of the mountain 
without hands, and that it broke 
in pieces the iron, the bronze, the 
clay, the silver, and the gold – the 
great God has made known to the 
king what will come to pass after 
this. The dream is certain, and its 
interpretation is sure.’                 
                Daniel 2:36-45 

The composition of the feet as iron 
and clay that don’t stick together is 
a wonderfully apt description of the 
broken world that we live in. And 
now it’s a world looking at a major 
war in Europe. Any military conflict 

there has been a rare thing since 
1945, and certainly nothing like this 
one. And yet here we are − again. 
And all the other problems facing 
humanity are still there. The war has 
simply knocked them from the 
headlines and perhaps from our 
collective consciousness. 

Conclusion 
However, the war in Ukraine will not 
see the fulfilment of Daniel’s 
prophecy. The Bible speaks of an 
even greater conflict that will herald 
the return of Jesus. Ezekiel is 
another prophet who was con-
temporary with Daniel. He also 
foretold events that would lead up to 
the war that would end all wars. 
There’s not space in this article to 
examine this in detail, but look at 
Ezekiel chapter 38, which speaks of 
a confederacy of nations, including 
Persia (Iran), Ethiopia and Libya. It 
will invade Israel but will ultimately 
be defeated.    

As we read above, the conclusion of 
the prophecy from Daniel sees a 
great power, symbolised by a stone, 
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smash the image completely. That 
stone represents Jesus who will 
remove all human governments. He 
too is one man. Just as Putin is one 
man. He too will affect the whole 
world. But, in contrast, the effect of 
his second coming will ultimately be 
totally beneficial.  

And he will come!  
That’s the only real positive in a 
world which is progressively being 
crushed under the weight of so 
many different adverse pressures. I 
said last time that I hope there will 
be lots of people waiting eagerly for 
him and the wonderful future in a 
perfect world that he will usher in, 
and that in a time of turmoil 
believing these words is a great 
comfort to me.  

That remains my hope. As does the 
wish that it become your hope too. 

David Gamble  
Melbourne, Australia 

  Picture credits 
   P.1 (cover)  John Theodor/istock 

    P.5     fereljenkins     

    P.12    marciej Borgna CCBY-SA4.0 

    P.13    Eldan David/Government Press 

                Office of Israel   

    P.15    public domain 

    P.16    Wathiq Abdulnaby 

    P.17    Nof and Kurzon  

    P.18/19 UPSeis/Michigan Technology 

    P.20   Murmansk Youth Committee/ 
                 Barents Observer 

    P.33   ROPI via Zuma Press 

    P.35   Valentyn Ogirenko 

    P.37   roy toms 
                Gulam Hussain/istock 

    P.40 (back cover)  Lindrik/istock 

    We apologise to any copyright  holders  
    whose names may inadvertently have     
    been omitted 

   The signs of the times38



this magazine 

Light on a new world 
is published for  
the Dawn Christadelphians by: 

Light Bible Publications 
PO Box 362, Dartford, DA1 9GT 
England 

Editor: Colin Dryland 
Correspondence: John Carpenter 
Design: Roy Toms 

ISSN 0047–4657 

The Christadelphians believe the 
Bible (Old and New Testaments) to 
be the wholly inspired and infallible 
Word of God. Its principal theme is 
the salvation of mankind through 
the saving work of Jesus Christ, and 
the setting up of the kingdom of God 
under his rulership when he returns 
to the earth. 

We believe that over the centuries 
the original message of Christianity 
has been corrupted. Light is pub-
lished to provide a better under-
standing of the true Christian hope. 

All Bible quotations in this magazine are 
taken from the New King James Version 
(NKJV) except where another version is 
indicated after the text. New King James 
Version copyright 1982 by Thomas 
Nelson Inc. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. 

please visit 

www.lightmagazine.org 
for back issues, special issues and to 
download computer files. 

The correspondence secretary will 
be pleased to arrange for the 
magazine to be mailed free to any 
address on request. Many other 
Bible-related publications are also 
available.  

We will be happy to answer your 
questions; please write to the 
correspondence secretary at the 
address opposite or e-mail us at: 

mail@lightmagazine.org 
For more information about the 
magazine, Bible-related topics and 
publications, visit the following 
websites: 

www.lightmagazine.org 
www.the1way.net 
www.dawncp.co.uk 

DATA PROTECTION ACT  2018 

In accordance with the General Data 
Protection Regulations, Light Bible Pub-
lications retain direct subscriber 
addresses on a private and secure 
database. They are not distributed or 
made available to any other organisation 
and are removed following a subscriber’s 
request to cancel their subscription

http://www.lightmagazine.org
mailto:mail@lightmagazine.org
http://www.lightmagazine.org
http://www.the1way.net
http://www.dawncp.co.uk


40


